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Petition Number: P-06-1422

Petition title: Rescind the 20mph limit on TRA4076 at Johnston
Pembrokeshire

Text of petition: Welsh Government guidance for reduction of limits to
20mph said that “generally” A and B classified roads should be exempted.

TRA4076 through Johnston Pembrokeshire forms part of a principle urban
network linking the south of our county to our county town and hospital. It is
an urban clear way with no on street parking, footpaths both sides and two
light controlled pedestrian crossings. There is no justification for this stretch of
road being reduced to 20mph.

1. Background

In 2019 the Welsh Government set up a task and finish group to consider whether
20mph should become the default speed limit in residential areas. The Welsh
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speed limit on restricted roads - those with street lights no more than 200 yards
apart - should be reduced from 30mph to 20mph.

.....................................................................................................................

Network (the trunk and motorway network) is the responsibility of the Welsh
Government, with day to day management delegated to two trunk road agents.

Local authorities are responsible for the remainer of the road network, where the
majority of the restricted roads affected by the speed limit change are located.

2. Welsh Government action

In preparation for the implementation of the 20mph speed limit on restricted

The guidance is intended to be used by highway authorities to identify where
exceptions to the new 20 mph restricted road speed limit should be made. These
exceptions remain at 30mph.

There has been significant variation in the application of exceptions across Wales.
after the change, there is a wide variation across Wales. For example, in Swansea,
10.3% of the road network remained at 30mph, compared to 0.6% in
Denbighshire. These figures include restricted and non-restricted 30mph limited
roads, and both trunk and local roads.

Following a significant public reaction to the implementation of the policy, on 24
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There's since been a change in First Minister, and a change in transport Minister.
the Welsh Government had “got some of the communication side wrong” around
the policy.

for North Wales and Transport, Ken Skates MS, said that while the Welsh
Government “continues to believe that 20 mph is the right speed limit in places
such as near schools, hospitals, nurseries, community centres, play areas and in
built-up residential areas” it is “pressing ahead with refining the policy”.

applied. While the Welsh Government had already committed to this, with work
well underway, he said he has now asked for the review to be brought to a “rapid
conclusion” and committed to publishing the report.

The letter from the Cabinet Secretary to the Chair on this petition outlines the
approach to the review process.

that quarter 4 2023 (October to December) casualties on 20mph and 30mph
roads reduced by 218 from 681 in 2022 to 463 in 2023, the “lowest quarterly figure
on record [in 20mph and 30mph areas] outside the Covid pandemic period”.

3. Welsh Parliament action

While the 20mph policy has been discussed extensively throughout the Senedd,
the speed limit on the A4076 at Johnston, Pembrokeshire does not appear to
have been raised.

More generally, the Petitions Committee has considered a number of petitions on
20mph, most recently the largest petition in Senedd history opposing the policy,
and a smaller counter petition:
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e P-06-1407 We want the Welsh Government to rescind and remove the

the 20mph policy, in Plenary on 23 April 2024.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.
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